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THE ENDICOTTS IN CHINA 


The November-December number of The Canadian Far Eastern Newsletter has considerable 
information about Mr. and Mrs, Endicott’s current visit to China, Early in October they visited 
Lanchow and reported especially on their visit to the Institute of Northwestern Minorities, a 
school of approximately college grade for such groups as Mongolian, Tibetan and Uighur speak- 
ing peoples. There are about 2,000 students, and a staff of 440. 


Later that month in Chungking he made inquiries about the situation of capitalism, and re- 
ported on the 5-anti movement of 1952 as follows: ‘‘In 1952 the government decided there 
should be a cleanup, similar to the land reform, in the business world, This was done by the 
workers, Every large scale and small scale capitalist was investigated by an organization of his 

workers, He had to make a complete statement of all his assets and profits. He had to 
> the complaints and accusations of his own workers, and he had to listen to lectures ex- 
plaining to him why he was an exploiter. He had the Marxist theory of ‘surplus value’ and ex- 
ploitation clearly and forcefully presented.’ As a result all capitalists were divided into four 
groups: I. Wholly within the law; 2. Largely within the law and small corruption; 3. Partly 
within the law and large corruption; and 4, Lawless and corrupt. Most of them were placed in 
the third category. Not being able to make good on their *‘cheating’’, they had to ask for 
government assistance, and thus became joint state-private concerns, (This account makes one 
wonder how much the government was motivated by an anti-corruption zeal, and how much by 
a desire to take over a lot of prosperous businesses for nothing.) 


On October 28 Mr. Endicott preached in the Sze Shen Sze Church in Chengtu, The next 
day he had a two-hour conference with Christian leaders from all the denominations, including 
the Seventh Day Adventists. The 22 present all reported progress, and were deeply concerned 
about the lack of understanding of both their position and the general situation in China which 
they hear about from American publications, mostly via Hong Kong. He goes on, ‘The situ- 
ation in our church here is as follows; All mission property used for hospitals and schools has 
been nationalized without compensation, All church property is allotted to the church and is 
exempt from land tax, Mission residences which are near to the church are allotted to the 
church, rented out, and with this income the church is supported. In the case of our set-up on 
Sze Shen Sze Street, the government recognized that we had not only a local church but a pro- 
vincial synod and some national connections with the Church of Christ in China and needed 
extra offices and officers. They did not nationalize either the mission hospital or the dental 
clinic but assigned the property to the church, These two institutions are rented by the Ministry 
of Health and the rent goes to the church, From a financial point of view, therefore, there is 
no reason why the church cannot carry on successfully, 


“The large house where I lived as a boy is now headquarters of the Chengtu branch of the 
Church of Christ in China, the synod headquarters, and the headquarters of. . .the Three-self 


Wf “Sed about 20 times a year to keep mission boards and missionaries informed on Christian work 
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Patriotic Movement. The mission printing press has been nationalized.’’ Sd G 
tw 

He spent some time gathering information about various people declared by returning mis- m 
sionaries to have been shot. One of these, Dr. Li Ni-min, was imprisoned from 1951 to 1953, le 
then released and carried on his own private hospital from then until June 1956 when he died. Kz 
Another story was to the effect that ‘Pastor Chou of our mission church in Yunghsien had been ot 
shot. He is here in Chengtu alive and under detention which will soon finish.’*’ His conclusion go 
is, ‘“‘Naturally, in such a huge revolution as has taken place in China, there must have been se 
many cases of injustice and of serious disorder, It just so happens that so far, every case that be 
we have investigated on the spot has turned out to be inaccurate or non-existent,’’ fre 
Li 

The Newsletter also contains an account by C. J, Soong, General Secretary of the Chung- the 


king YMCA, of the Lion Bank Hydroelectric Station, which was then on the eve of supplying 
Chungking with electricity. 


CSAS CENTERS 


The Far Eastern Office and the United Board have for years been carrying on a program 
known as Chinese Student and Alumni Services, with centers in NewYork, Boston, Philadelphia, MI 
Chicago and Seattle. Those in Boston and Philadelphia are now closed, and the other three are 
scheduled to be closed in June of this year, Some of the functions of the CSAS center in New 


York are being absorbed into the Riverside Church program, where the CSAS Secretary George ar’ 
Geng is a part time assistant minister, in 
Mi 

The Chicago office is undertaking a different solution, Their area runs from Minnesota to Cc 
Kentucky, from lowa to Ohio, where the 2,300 resident Chinese students and alumni are under- pri 


taking to raise a budget of $8,000 to keep the work going. The Executive Director, Miss Ellen 
M,. Studley, has heen unusually successful in relating the Chinese students and alumni in that 


area to local churches, instead of drawing them away into separate Chinese groups. The re c 

dent of the Midwest CSAS is Stephen S, Chang. We wish him and his colleagues well in thei 

undertaking to keep this work going, sta 
fac 

THE GREAT ROAD fro 
cli 

This book by Agnes Smedley, with the subtitle The Life and Times of Chu Teh, was pub- mi 

lished by the Monthly Review Press, New York, $6.75, in 1956, six years after her death. A vo 

copy was sent to us for review, and knowing both Agnes Smedley and Chu Teh (that is, by repu- 

tation - I have never met them) and not being particularly fond of either of them, I thought I 

would just read enough of the book to be able to tell our readers something of its general nature, mi 

I was surprised when | started to find that | had to keep going, and ended up by reading practi- 

cally the whole thing. This does not mean that it is a well organized and definitive biography Cr 

of the General, Some important periods in his life are left almost blank, and others told in great 

detail, But it is vividly told, and most of it comes ‘‘from the horse’s mouth,’’ In 1937 the 

author was in Yenan, and got Chu Teh to tell her the story of his life. The manuscript that J. 

formed the basis of this book was the result. | ch 
sai 

Every reference to missionary work in the book is a perversion and a misrepresentation, which Ch 

of course one could expect, Here is one sample from page 57: ‘*When I asked him if he had lar 

ever thought of going to a missionary school to study Western science, General Chu stared at me sai 

in amazement, How could1?, he exclaimed. I was a patriot! The missionaries turned Chinese che 

into political and cultural eunuchs who despised their own history and culture, Chinese Christian Gry 

converts could speak Chinese but hardly write a letter in their own language. They thought lib 

America, Britain or France was the Paradise to which the souls of all good Chinese went when ao" 

they died.*’ But if you can be objective enough to take such occasional slurs without throwing “*h 

the book down, you will find here a intensely interesting account of the making of a Communist, 

FOOCHOW NEWS 

the 


A Foochow Methodist who came out of China last summer brings our information about th 
area more nearly up to date, James Ting and C. T. Yang seem to be in general charge of the 
work in the Foochow Annual Conference, if not of the Methodist work in the whole Fukien area of | 


be 
se 


=... Hinghwa and Nanping Conferences), Church workers in good positions, such as these 
two and the pastors of churches such as Siongyudong and Tienangdong, get about ¥ 40, a 
month, Lao long-hung is pastor at Siongyudong, where the attendance is about 150, Sia Dong- 
leu is pastor af Tiengangdong, where the attendance is a little bit less, Marcia Wang and 
Katherine Liu are both at Nanking, teaching in the Theological Seminary, Lucy Wang and 
others are in educational work in Foochow College, which is a union of FCU, Hwanan, and a 
government school, Our informant had heard that Bishop W. Y. Chen was free, but had not 
seen him. He told of several former church workers in hospitals, dispensaries, etc., who had 
been imprisoned as landlords and whose property had been confiscated, but were now mostly 
freed and back at work, Lao Heng-tong, the pastor at Mingtsing, gets about ¥ 15, a month, 
Living conditions in that area are described as ‘ta bit more grim for most people than back in 


the early thirties, 


Church attendance is harder hit in the country than in the city. There the church mem- 
bers all belong to farm cooperatives, and their share of the harvest depends on the number of 
‘*points’’ they have earned by the hours they have putin. ‘‘For one to take time off the steady 
seven-day grind to go to church is to be suspected of laziness, the major sin today,*’ 


MISSIONARY NEWS 


A Roman Catholic report from Hong Kong last September summed up the Catholic mission- 
ary situation on the mainland as fo'lows: 24 missionaries still remaining there - Bishop Walsh 
in Shanghai, three priests with limited freedom, nine priests in prison, and eleven Franciscan 
Missionary of Mary sisters who, in Peking, conduct a school for foreign children, ‘*When the 
Communists imposed their red liberty on China, there were approximately 3,200 missionary 
priests, 500 Brothers and 2,000 Sisters, °’ 


China missionaries were both attacked and defended at a meeting at Cambridge University 
\ November, The ‘‘Red Dean’’ of Canterbury, Dr. Hewlett Johnson, had just returned from 
iy and in answer to a question as to why missionaries had been forced to leave China, he 
stated that they had done such things as put on an American uniform and take photographs of 
factories which might be of use to the enemies of China, He said that his information came 
from a reliable source, but Canon Mervyn Stockwood, a leftist and Laborite, challenged it and 
claimed that he was just quoting the Communist Daily Worker. He called the attack on the 
missionaries disgraceful, and said that Dr. Johnson knew that these missionaries had been ‘*de- 


voted servants of China.’’ 


We must make belated mention of the death of Miss Jean McMinn, Scotch Presbyterian 
missionary in Kaiyuan, Manchurian from 1915 to 1949. Her death occurred in December 1955. 


CHURCH NEWS 


Dr. J. S. Williams, an arch-priest of the Indian National (Orthodox) Church and Mr, James 
J. John, Honorary Assistant Secretary of the All-India Federation of National Churches, visited 
churches in China during October 1956. In an article in Tien Feng in November, Dr. Williams 
said that ‘*Christian churches throughout China are well maintained and kept in perfect order for 
Christian worship, and the Government of China is always willing to help the churches when 
large repairs are needed.*’ Speaking of the mission properties turned over to the churches, he 
said, *‘The Government has exempted all these buildings and property, belonging to the chur- 
ches, from all taxes, provided they are used for church purposes, and for the use of allied church 
organizations.** He considers that the influence of Christian leaders is wider today than in pre- 
liberation days. Then that influence was largely **confined to the mission compounds’’, but 
now the men and women of ability in the church are highly respected in their fatherland, and 
**have an easy access to the highest men in the People’s Republic of China.*’ 


A Roman Catholic report from Hong Kong comments on the situation in the Shanghai dio- 
cese. After Bishop Kung’s arrest in September 1955, ‘*Canon Law prescribes the nomination by 
r+e Cathedral Chapter, within eight days, of a vicar capitular who is provisionally entrusted 

CO) the government of the diocese. It was not within eight days, but after six months, that a 
uncil selected for this office a 74-year old priest, Rev, Francis Xavier Tchang, who, in spite 
of the support received from Communists, may be in good faith.’ Now Rome does not dare to 


